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Now in its third year,
the Sunseeker Marvel
Owner’s Rally was
a great time full of
laughter and fun
Words Matt Williams Pics Supplied

Sunseeker Marvel
O w n e r ’ s R a l ly FEATURE

B

efore the world got turned upside down
by good old COVID-19 and gatherings
of large numbers were still allowed,
the crew from Sunseeker and Marvel
Caravans on Queensland's Sunshine Coast
held their annual Owner's Rally.
When Chris Michel from Sunseeker
Caravans first contemplated an owner's rally a
couple of years ago, he thought that he could
make do with a BBQ, a couple of kilos of snags
and a marquee. Little did he realise that the
owners of Sunseeker and Marvel Caravans
would jump on board the idea, and before he
knew it there were 80 vans at the inaugural
meet-up.
This number grew to 125 for the second
year, and for its third year, 140 vans and their
owners descended on Habitat Noosa, on
the banks of Lake Cootharaba in the Noosa
Hinterland.
Run over three days and two nights, the
owner's rally is a great way for Sunseeker and
Marvel Caravans to give something back to
their community. It bring owners together
from all over the country to have a beer and
a yarn and to check out the great setups that
regularly tour our country.
I was lucky enough to have a chat with a
few of them, including Bob and Dawn Benes.
Bob and Dawn were first timers to the rally,
and they hold a special place in the Sunseeker
world, having purchased the very first
Sunseeker Mirage back in 2016.
Testament to the build quality of all
Sunseeker and Marvel vans, Bob and Dawn
still have that van. Not ones to sit home,
they've towed it from Port Douglas in Far
North Queensland, all the way down to Port
Augusta in South Australia and beyond.
Bob told me that he wasn't a spiritual bloke,
but the favourite place he's dragged the
Mirage was to Uluru. He reckons that there's
just something about that place, and I'd have
to agree.
Also making an appearance at Habitat
Noosa was the Hoger Family — Travis, Alicia
and their two kids. Now, I have to admit, I got
pretty envious while chatting to Travis. You
see, the Hoger crew have been full time on the
road since September 2018 and are just about
to start their second lap of Aus.

bunk van. With a full offroad warranty and
with Marvel being based on the Sunshine
Coast, he knew that if he did have a problem,
then he was close to the source.
Future plans for the Caldow crew are a
trip through the centre of Australia, before
working their way along the Western
Australian coastline.
While a good time is definitely encouraged,
it's not all just kicking back and enjoying
drinks and nibbles at happy hour. On the
Getting pulled behind their new RAM2500
Friday night of the rally, a massive charity
is a Sunseeker Desert Storm Family model
auction was held for Australia Zoo’s Wildlife
with bunks for the kids. This family has plans
Warriors. The Sunseeker and Marvel
to travel for at least another 18 months, maybe community selflessly dug deep into their
more.
pockets to support the cause, raising over
Considering some of the tracks they've
$12,000.
travelled, including the Gibb River Road, Travis
Throughout the course of the weekend,
said that he couldn't be happier with how
there was also educational tips and live
the van has performed and the service from
demonstrations taking place, including
Sunseeker has been nothing short of top shelf. the importance of wheel alignments and
Towards the end of their first lap, they had an caravan servicing. There was even a special
issue with a drawer latch. After a quick phone
appearance by Ron Wilson AKA KingBrown,
call, the problem was sorted and when they
who took aspiring camp oven cooks under his
went to pick the new latch up from the post,
wing and let them in on a few of his secrets.
they found not one, but five new ones had been
But perhaps the highlight of the weekend
supplied. Just in case.
was the Marvel versus Sunseeker cricket
Rally newcomers, Jason and Nic Caldow and match. It proved to be a massive hit with all
their three kids, also came along for a fantastic who participated and watched, with many
weekend amongst likeminded travellers.
laughs and a fair bit of light-hearted sledging
Jason told me that it was an awesome couple too. Marvel topped the scoresheets, running
of days and that they would definitely be back
out a convincing win by eleven runs over
next year. He said he loved walking around,
Sunseeker.
meeting new friends and being able to check
After what was another fantastic event, it's
out everyone's vans and getting some great
very easy to see why the number of attendees
ideas.
to the Sunseeker Marvel Owner's Rally keeps
Being from the Sunny Coast, Jason said that
growing year on year. If it keeps going the way
buying local played a major part when he
it has, they might have to start looking for a
purchased his 19’6” Marvel Golden Child triple bigger venue.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE The Friday night charity auction was a huge success; Travis and Alicia
Hoger's Sunseeker Desert Storm has already served them well lapping Australia once, and soon will
again; The number of attendees has grown each year
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Struggling to
find things to
do while in
lockdown? Here
are some ways
to keep yourself
entertained
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LEFT TO RIGHT Staying active is important and now is the perfect time
to explore local, wild places; It's a great opportunity to tackle those
projects that you never quite get around to

W

e’ll be telling our grandchildren
stories based on the modern
version of ‘back in my day’ about
2020. If this year were a movie, it
would have been written by Stephen King
and directed by Quentin Tarantino.
The 2019–20 bushfire season saw
hundreds of fires right across the
country. Having burnt a total of 18.6
million hectares, it’s already being called
the ‘Black Summer’. Cue February, and

it was f loods for some. The rain was
sufficient to fill dams and make rivers
f low in some places, but elsewhere it
wasn’t even a drop in the bucket. We also
saw unseasonal snow in some parts and
devastating hailstorms in others. Then,
just when we thought we’d seen the worst
of it, March delivered a global pandemic.
With more than one million Australians
left jobless, schools closed and a third of
the workforce either working from home

or forced to take leave, it sounds like an
Armageddon movie or a saga of biblical
proportions.
But it’s not all doom and gloom. If we’re
fortunate enough to maintain our health
and some pennies still roll in on payday, we may find that these days of ‘self
isolation’ generate a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to take stock and to focus on
what’s important.
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RAISE, TRAIN AND SUSTAIN

The decision to have kids comes with
great responsibility. When we become
parents, our primary responsibility
is to ‘Raise, Train and Sustain’ a fully
functioning human being. No-one said
it was going to be easy and our reaction
to the pandemic and home schooling
will have an impact on our kids. We
can’t wipe our hands of it, nor can we
blame anyone else. We simply need to
get on with it.
In better days, life on the road gave us
the chance to offer our kids experiences
that their school mates might only
dream about. We exposed them to the
incidental learning that comes from
nature, science, history, geography, and
maths — the list goes on. On holidays,
we’ve probably lived for a month at a
time in the caravan. When the weather’s
turned bad, we have been trapped
under our awnings for days. But we’ve
managed it. Indeed, the occasional
adversities that we’ve faced have made
the joys of travel all the sweeter.
So, if someone told us the internal size
of our caravan had magically morphed
to that of an apartment or house, how
would we react? We’d probably be
amazed and overjoyed at the extra
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE The outdoor classroom; Music lessons in a more inspiring setting; There
are learning opportunities in every activity; Putting a bit of creativity into physical education; Take the
time to register or update your details on the PLB
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options to keep us safe, warm, fed and
keep our kids constructively occupied
until conditions got better.
Maybe if we look at the constraints
imposed by social distancing and isolation
in a similar light, things start to look a bit
more manageable. Home schooling might
not be so bad; after all, we suddenly have a
unique opportunity to get hands-on with
our kids’ learning. No longer relegated
to the side-lines, there’s a reason to get
involved with the school curriculum and a
reason for our kids to allow us all to work
together to get things done. And it doesn’t
have to feel like the walls are coming
down around us as we work through the
syllabus. Schooling doesn’t all have to
happen indoors. We can do reading in
the backyard, exercise in the local nature
reserves, build ‘outdoor classrooms’
(cubbies) in the bush — all in the name of

education. To a kid with an open mind, this
can all start looking like fun.
For younglings in particular, security
comes from normalcy, so don’t make a big
issue of the new schooling arrangements.
The key to success is routine. Many child
psychology experts tell us to mirror the
day-to-day activities that our children
would be undertaking at school. So, start
and end the school day at the same time —
same with recess and lunch. When do they
do maths? When do they do languages?
Follow the school learning package, even if
you don’t understand it.
Ultimately, your job is to provide a safe
and loving environment for your kids to
learn. And if you need help, reach out to
the teachers or other parents. We live in an
age where information is at our fingertips
— we just need to know where to look.

“When the weather’s turned
bad, we have been trapped
under our awnings for days.
But we’ve managed it."
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LOOK TO THE FUTURE

All is not lost; mankind will go on. When
the current pandemic is just a bad memory,
we’ll be itching to escape the confines
of our current environments. So, to give
yourself some much needed inspiration,
start planning your ‘where to next’.
The lockdown is currently scheduled to
continue for some time to come. There are
rumblings that the current measures might
stretch out to September, particularly if
people don’t follow directions. With all
that uncertainty, we’ll probably miss any
chance to head north this year. But there
are still plenty of fantastic destinations
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south of the Tropic of Capricorn.
Working out where to go can be a great
way to give the whole family a positive
vision for the future. Sit down with your
crew and mark a map with all the places
you’ve been. Not just the towns, but the
routes you took to get there too. Now,
that will be a trip down memory lane!
While you’re doing this, write down all
the attributes of the places that were most
memorable to each family member.
When you’re finished, you’ll know what
‘a great trip’ looks like from everyone’s
perspectives, and you’ll know what
highways and byways you still need to

explore. Next get the kids to research the
attractions, history, campsites along these
untravelled roads, as well as any permits
you might need along the way. An afterdinner presentation to bring everyone
up-to-speed is bound to generate lively
discussion. Before you know it, you’ll be
joining the dots to plot a course, and a travel
itinerary will emerge before your eyes!

SQUEAKY WHEEL

Now that you know where you’re going and
how you’re going to get there, it’s time to
fix the squeaky wheel. Start thinking ‘Rig
Maintenance 101’. Charge your batteries,
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flush out the water tank, oil this, tighten that
and rotate the other thing. Check to make
sure a colony of ants, mice or rats haven’t
moved in while your home on wheels has
been languishing in the driveway.
Use the time at home to fix all of those
jobs you’ve been meaning to get around to.
Once they’re done, treat yourself to a little
DIY with new LED lights, GPS odometer,
install a bike rack, sew new pillowcases, or
blackout curtains — whatever takes your
fancy.

MIND GAMES

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Since there aren't any impending departure dates, you can spend
some time getting your rig in tip-top shape for the next adventure; Check that everything will be
ready when you're free to go; Take some time to tinker; Keep your rig shining

Tinker all you like in the shed but
remember to look after yourself. It’s a
well-known among prisoners that the
best way to get through isolation is to
keep your mind active. For many of us,
mental health can be an issue under
normal circumstances, so in times of
social isolation, it’s something we have to
be really conscious of. Coop yourself up
and you’ll get cabin fever. Neglect yourself
and your loved ones and the impact of
coronavirus will extend far beyond this
lock-down period. Risks include domestic
violence, divorce, alcoholism, depression,
over-eating, going broke, a combination of
all of these or something worse.
Even though the message is to ‘stay at
home’, we’re still allowed to go outside
for work, medical issues and exercise.
As bipeds we’re ‘designed’ to walk. And
if you don’t use it, you’ll lose it. Taking
10,000 steps everyday has been one of the
biggest public health messages this decade.
And it’s more important now than ever.
By moving we reduce our risk of serious
illnesses such as diabetes, heart disease,
cancer, and depression.
Consider too trying something new.
Perhaps it’s time to plant a garden, develop
a habit of reading, doing a daily crossword
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT Never have time to cook
proper meals? Now you do; Let your mind roam while
your body can't; Get your camp kitchen up to scratch;
Consider learning a new skill; Or pick up a book and
learn something

GO-TO

FO R

GUIDE

4W D S
Everything you need to know as you
leave the blacktop for rugged roads

VEHICLES
& GEAR

or learn to play an instrument.

GET BAKING

When was the last time you properly
cleaned and seasoned your camp oven and
other cast iron campfire goodies? Don’t
know what we’re talking about? You’re
supposed to season your cast iron when
it’s new. Fail to do this and your food won't
taste as good as it could, your camp oven
will rust, and cleaning-up will be more
difficult. Periodic seasoning is necessary
to keep your gear in tip-top condition as it
creates a protective layer over the porous
cast iron surfaces. It fills some of the pores
which helps stop food particles from
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getting trapped and food from burning to
the bottom.
Seasoning cast iron cookware is easy:
• If the cookware is new or has rust on
the inside, wash it out with hot soapy
water. Use steel wool and thoroughly
rinse it in hot water. If it’s not new and
has been seasoned before, just wash in
hot water and a cloth.
• Place it in the oven for a couple of
minutes to get it dry and hot.
• Using an oven mitt, take it out of the
oven. Let it cool slightly and then rub
in olive oil with a cloth or paper towel,
inside and out.
• Let the cookware stand for a few hours

OFF-ROAD
TERRAIN

VEHICLE
RECOVERY

PREPARATION &
MAINTENANCE

INSPIRING
DESTINATIONS

or up to 24hrs.
• Preheat your oven or hooded BBQ
(preferred) to around 300 degrees —
you’ll find this next step is a bit smoky.
• Place your cookware inside the oven or
under the hood and bake it for around
60 minutes or until the smoke stops.
• Turn off the oven/BBQ and let it cool.
You can do this a couple of times until
you get a nice black patina or ‘glaze’ that’s
not oily to touch. As you use your cast iron
cookware, you’ll find cooking with fatty
foods, like frying bacon, or deep frying will
improve the protective layer. Conversely,
acidic foods like tomatoes and beans can
remove some of the protective layer. Hence
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the need to periodically re-season.

UPSKILL

Use the time to improve your skills to
benefit yourself and for the safety of your
family. For example, reading a first aid
manual is a great way to refresh your skills.
Would you know what to do if you or one
of your travel party is injured? Would your
partner and kids know what to do? While
they can attend training when the social
distancing restrictions lift, if you’re first
aid qualified you can assist them now with
the basics like the meaning and relevance
of DRSABCD, how to treat a snake bite, how
to tie a St John Sling, and how to work-

out what slings are useful when and why.
Then, for some ‘light’ relief, read survival
stories to see how others have dealt with
unexpected adversity.
Consider picking-up a 4WD skills book.
A welcome addition to thelibrary is ‘4WD
Driving Skills : A Manual for On and Off
Road Travel’ written by well-respected offroad tour operator Vic Widman; another is
HEMA’s new Go-To Guide for 4WDs.
Now is also the time to ensure that you
and your family are really familiar with
how to operate your camping aand how
to use — emergency equipment. Review
your owners’ manuals and get on top of the
game.
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